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TITLE:  DEATH SENTENCE 

FORMAT:  Feature | Action-Thriller 

LOGLINE:  A decorated veteran-turned-model-prisoner is forced into a deadly game of 
cat and mouse to save his wife and daughter, who are among a group taken 
hostage by a death row inmate during an elaborate prison break. 

COMPS:  DIE HARD meets CON AIR! 

SETTING:       Within the arid landscape of modern-day Arizonan, stands the high barb-
wired walls of a maximum-security prison run by a hard-line no-nonsense 
warden. Amongst its dark maze of corridors, cell blocks and enclosed 
yards the violent prison population survives by affiliating themselves with 
one of several gangs. 

ABOUT ME: My day job as a Teacher working with teenagers trapped within the 

current inner-city gang culture and how they attach themselves to small 

groups in an almost prison mentality, tied together with my belief of 

teaching them about making the right choices and overcoming adversity, 

inspired me to write this action film with moral undertones. 

MAIN CHARACTERS 

JESSE ROBINSON (35) is a former marine and veteran of several tours of Afghanistan; 
jailed for Vehicular Manslaughter. Jesse is a model prisoner with deep feelings of guilt 
and regret for the death of those in the accident, missing his daughter’s birth and having 
to watch her grow up from behind bars. Jesse tries to avoid trouble and violence in fear 
it will jeopardize his release with only weeks left of his sentence. 

PEDROS HERNENDEZ (45) is a drug lord and killer desperate to avoid his impending 
execution. Pedros hides his evil sadistic streak beneath a calm calculated exterior. From 
within his cell, Pedros has planned a daring escape involving several groups of hostages 
including a Senator and using helicopters, buses filled with hostages and a mass escape 
from a destroyed prison wall as decoys to confuse the FBI, all with the aid of other 
inmates, paid-off guards, and his sister on the outside. 

One late Arizonan night… 

Former marine JESSE ROBINSON, celebrating his departure from the military and 

finding out he is about to become a father, decides to get behind the wheel and drive his 

drunk friends’ home, He loses control, hitting another car and killing the two occupants. 

Five years later… and just weeks from release, Jesse, a model prisoner, Jesse visits with 

his wife MEGAN (32, a caring and protective mother) and daughter PHOEBE (5). Jesse 
struggles to contain his emotions as he talks to them.  

Malicious PEDROS HERNENDEZ waits for his impending execution in his cell on death 

row. He is visited by WARDEN COLUMBUS (58, bullying and controlling). Once the 
warden has gone, Pedros summons the waiting guard: get the word out; bring the riot.  

Jesse makes his way across the prison yard avoiding the gangs of inmates gathered in 

different areas. An outsider and loner, Jesse is watched carefully and heckled by others 

who call him by his prison name, ‘librarian’. 
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A bus arrives carrying the execution witnesses arrives. Unknown to those on board 

(including a high court judge, state governor and a senator) Pedros’ sister has infiltrated 

the group. Megan and other visitors wait on a bus, ready to be taken back to town, only 

to be taken hostage by an armed guard. 

Strapped to his execution table… 

Pedros taunts the witnesses as the warden waits to deliver the lethal injection to end 

Pedros’ life. Meanwhile Jesse waits in line as the inmates gather in the canteen, looking 

around he realises, something is wrong, something is about to happen. 

The inmates begin to riot, helped by paid-off guards, several inmates escape. Jesse fights 

his way through the prison, finding refuge in a tower. In the execution room Pedros 
joyfully executes the warden after his sister and corrupt guards stop the execution.  

The FBI arrive to oversee the rescuing of the hostages (or rather save the senator) Jesse 

manages to make contact and is told not to get involved. Armed inmates move to 

intercept the SWAT team as they attempt a breach. Jesse is forced from his hiding place 

to help save them, making a friend in the shape of SWAT TEAM LEADER (48). 

Outfoxed by Pedros, who seems one step ahead, the FBI black mail Jesse into helping try 

locating and save the senator. The FBI discover that Jesse’s wife and daughter are 
amongst the hostages, realising he doesn’t know, they decide not to tell Jesse. 

If you don’t help, your sentence will be extended… 

Angry, Jesse reluctantly helps, fighting his way through the prison, locating the senator 

and a small number of hostages and leads them to an exit, ready to escape. Pedros 

discovers that Jesse has rescued the Senator sending him into a rage. 

Just before being unearthed and arrested, one of the FBI Agents on Pedros’s payroll, 

sends a message revealing that Jesse’s family are amongst the hostages. Pedros 

announces over the PA system, he has Megan and Phoebe. 

The taste of freedom is short-lived… 

Jesse leads the hostages to freedom but returns with the senator. He tries to negotiate 

with Pedros to release his family, who points out; there’s value in a mother and child as a 

hostage and takes them with him. Pedros uses decoy escapes attempts, to confuse the 

FBI as he escapes on one of two buses filled with hostages, taking Phoebe. 

Jesse gives chase and stops the witness bus, rescuing Megan. Together with the help of 

SWAT Team leader they pursue Pedros, forcing the bus off the road. Phoebe is injured 

by Pedros in a firefight, who escapes and makes his way on foot to a waiting helicopter. 
SWAT Team Leader shoots the helicopter, destroying it before Pedros can board it. 

A furious Jesse chases down Pedros, defeating him in a fight, Jesse picks up a dropped 
pistol. BANG, BANG. Two-gun shots ring out.  

Jesse returns handing the pistol to an FBI agent telling him; ‘He did what was right.’  
Pedros is found alive, unable to move, both legs shot, Facing a lonely death sentence once 
more. 


